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Example: Scriptwriting Worksheet 
 

The Story Idea – What is the theme that you want to talk about?  
 
Children’s right to go to school, and the right of girls to go to school 
 

What’s the message you want to give? What do people learn, or what do you want 
them to do? 
 
All girls have the right to go to school. It is also good for girls to go to school, so that they can 
take better care of their families in the future, and have more opportunities that will help them 
and their families. 
 

Who is the main character? What challenges do they face? 
 
The main character is Clara. Her Father says it is time for her to marry, but she wants to finish 
school. 
 

What characteristics does the character have? How does this help or hurt the 
characters attempt to overcome the challenge? 

Good Traits 
 
 
Intelligent 

Difficult Traits 
 
 
Shy 

How does this trait help or cause 
problems for the character? 
 
She does well in school, so her teacher 
wants to help her. 
 
When she has a problem, she has 
difficulty talking to people. 

Characters - Who are they?  

Name Age  Good Trait Difficult Trait How does this affect the main 
character? 

 
Mrs. Chauke 
Teacher 

 
40 
 

 
Determined 

 
A little aggressive 
and pushy 

People do not want to listen, 
because she does not speak well 
to them. 
She will not take no for an answer. 

Anna 
Sister 
 
 

24 Loves her 
sister, who 
she has taken 
care of since 
their mother 
died. 

 
Jealous 

She wants to help Clara most of 
the time 
 
Sometimes she does not want to 
help Clara because she herself did 
not go to school. 

Father 
 
 

 Loves his 
daughter, and 
wants the best 
for her. 

Operates a shop, 
but is not a very 
good business man, 
he is traditional 
 

He is kindly, but strict 
 
He does not believe girls can be 
good at business. 
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The story line - what happens in the story so that the listeners learn what your message is? 
What if….? 
(You may wish to develop the characters more, then come back to this section again) 

What if a girl want to go to school, but her father wants her to marry?  
 
Clara wants to go school. Her father says she must marry. His business selling shoes is failing, 
and he does not have the money to keep sending her to school. Clara tries to argue, but she is 
too shy. Her sister finds her crying, and asks what is wrong, Clara tells her. Her sister is very 
kind, but say that it is for the best, that she does not need to go to school. Clara is lazy in 
school that day, and the teacher wants to know why. The teacher talks to Clara, who will not 
tell her what is going on because she is too shy. The teacher later goes to talk to Clara’s sister. 
The teacher means well, but does not know how to talk nicely to people, so they end up in an 
argument. The sister also tells the father that he teacher has come to talk to her, and everyone 
is angry with Clara.  
 
The next day the teacher again tries to talk to Clara. Clara tells her she must quit school 
because of her fathers business. After some time, Clara says that she knows that her father can 
not read, and that if he could he would be able to read the catalogues and magazines about 
new shoes, and his business would do much better. The teacher encourages Clara to help her 
father see that her schooling can help them run the business. Clara is reluctant, but the teacher 
is insistent. 
 
The next day Clara shows up at her fathers business, she is very nervous, but shows him that 
by reading the catalogue, she can help him to get more profits, and that next year, when she 
studies math and economic, she will be able to help him even more. He is not quite convinced, 
but agrees to put of the idea of marriage for at least a year. 
 

What happens in the end?  Do some of the characters change? Does the main character resolve 
their problem? 
 
 
 
In the end, Clara gets to stay in school. She learns that she needs to speak up for herself, and 
ask people for help sometimes. Father learns that school can be beneficial to the whole family. 
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Scriptwriting Worksheet  
 

The Story Idea – What is the theme that you want to talk about?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s the message you want to give? What do people learn, or what do you want 
them to do? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Who is the main character? What challenges do they face? 
 
 
 
 
 

What characteristics does the character have? How does this help or hurt the 
characters attempt to overcome the challenge? 

Good Traits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Difficult Traits 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How does this trait help or cause 
problems for the character? 
 
 
 
 

Characters - Who are they?  
 

Name Age  Good Trait Difficult Trait How does this 
affect the main 
character? 
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The story line - what happens in the story so that the listeners learn what your message is? 
What if….? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What happens in the end?  Do some of the characters change? Does the main character resolve 
their problem? 
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Scene What is happening? Sounds 
needed 
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We hope that you will find this guide useful in your work. 

We welcome any questions or comments. 

Who We Are 
Community Media For Development/ 

CMFD Productions works with 

communities, non-profit radio 

stations and media organisations to 

strengthen the use of media and 

communication for development. In 

addition to producing high quality 

media/ communication products 

CMFD provides technical assistance 

and training, to enable individuals, 

organisations and communities to 

address their own social problems 

through media. Working in countries 

around the region including South 

Africa, Mozambique, Angola, and 

Lesotho, CMFD is committed using 

participatory strategies. 


